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The Mission of St. Luke's Episcopal 

Church is 

to live in Christ, 

to love the World, 

and to serve one another. 
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WORSHIP  

 Sunday            9:00 A.M. - Holy Eucharist     

 Wednesday      6:00 P.M. - Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayers  

  CONTACT INFORMATION   

 Physical Address   612 S Broadway Ave., Ada, Oklahoma 

Church Office   110 E 17th St., Ada, Oklahoma 

Mailing address   P.O. Box 890, Ada, OK 74821-0890 

 Phone      580-332-6429 

Fax      580-332-6553 

 Email      admin@stlukesada.com 

Office Hours    10 am  - 3 pm  Tuesday - Friday 

 Facebook     facebook.com/stlukesada 

Website     www.stlukesada.com 

 Priest-in-Charge  The Rev. Tammy Wooliver 

 Deacon    The Rev. Bobby Saunkeah 

 Parish Secretary  Sunnie Smith 

 Treasurer    Barbara Suess 

 Organist/Choir Director  Miriam White      

 Youth Director    Caity Dowing  

 Sexton      Robert Martinez  
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Tech for Sunday Services Providing Sunday services over facebook or other 

methods is complicated and requires new skills. Assist us as we strive to make 

our services accessible to all by putting them online.  

Paper and Cardboard Recycling Running an office unfortunately creates a 

certain amount of waste with regards to paper and cardboard. We would like 

for someone to pick up the recycling once a month.  

Glass Recycling We will be keeping a bit for glass recycling in the church 

office. If you would like to be in charge of taking the glass to be recycled, let 

us know! 
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Matthew 25 Mission This outreach ministry is now into its fourteenth year of 
service to Pontotoc County. On the Thursday following the third Wednesday 
of each month we distribute food to the needy in our area. Our preparation day 
is the Wednesday before, and you can usually find us in the Parish Hall un-
loading or sacking groceries.  

St. Margaret’s Guild St. Margaret’s Guild Women of the church are invited 
to be a part of this group that meets quarterly. Watch your newsletter and an-
nouncements to get the date for our next brunch! St. Margaret’s Guild also pro
-vides funding for outreach and supports other ministries in the Episcopal 
Church. 

PASTORAL CARE  

Healing Ministry  

Lay Eucharistic Visitors 

Prayer Team Prayer Team is a ministry in which one can participate without 

even leaving home. And how essential it is for us to pray for every member of 

our congregation every day! We do this by giving each prayer chain member a 

list of about fifteen names for whom they will be responsible. Daily, they offer 

prayers on behalf of those people, simply praying for God to provide for their 

deepest needs.  

Pastoral Care Committee This committee meets on the first Tuesday of each 

month at 5:30pm in the Green Room. Members develop ways of attending to 

the spiritual and physical needs of our parish members and those who are new 

to our community. We respond in ways that let people know they are not for-

gotten, but are loved and valued.  

 

OFFICE AND COMMUNICATIONS  

Archives Our church history is very important and we do not want to lose any 

information. Please assist us in preserving our artifacts and our stories.  

Office Volunteer There are times when the administrative aspects of our work 

in the office can be overwhelming. We may need to call on you to help copy, 

fold, staple, peel, and sort. If you have any or all of these skills, we have a job 

for you.  

Virtual Ministry In a changing world, St. Luke's can extend outside of our 

building which is vital when people cannot attend physically. Recent services 

have included noonday prayer and other outreach efforts over facebook.   
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 EVANGELISM  

Invitation     It is our joy to welcome new people to St. Luke’s!  Consider tak-

ing on Invitation as the ministry you offer to St. Luke’s through inviting new 

people to our church.    

Welcome      We experience new visitors every week it seems!  Consider mak-

ing welcoming new people to the church your ministry at St. Luke’s.  If you 

see someone you don’t know in worship, go out of your way to make sure they 

have a bulletin, prayer book, and hymnal.  Ask them if they would like some-

one to sit with during church.  These small gestures can help visitors feel loved 

and welcomed at our church.  

Connect      Take some time to think of a friend that might enjoy serving 

alongside you in your ministry area and give them a call!  Consider helping 

others connect to the life and ministry of St. Luke’s as your ministry this year!  

We don’t want to just invite and welcome people to the church, we want them 

to be able to connect to our church family and love it the way we do.  
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THE SACRAMENTAL LIFE  

 

 

 

Holy Baptism     Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy  

Spirit into Christ’s Body, the Church. The bond which God established in Bap-

tism is indissoluble. It is one of the most joyful events that we celebrate to-

gether. A 30-day notice is requested prior to baptism in order to insure proper 

preparation of the candidate and sponsors. Baptisms are not scheduled during 

Advent or Lent, yet this rule may be waived in the event of an emergency. The 

Episcopal Church does not offer private baptisms, but if you have special cir-

cumstances please contact Mother Tammy and we will do what we can to try 

to make this sacrament available for your family.   

Confirmation     The laying on of hands by a Bishop is the sacrament by 

which the baptized accept the baptismal promises made at their baptism and 

are renewed by the Holy Spirit.  Confirmation classes begin in January, with 

Confirmation usually taking place in late Spring.  

Holy Matrimony     When couples marry at St. Luke’s, it is understood that 

they intend to form a Christian marriage and that they will have an ongoing 

relationship with the church following the wedding.  To that end, it is required 

that any couple wishing to be married in the church attend Sunday services in 

an Episcopal congregation for six months prior to premarital counseling.  

Christian Burial     In times of grief, the church hopes to be there to support 

those who have lost someone they love.  Please let Mother Tammy know 

about the death of a loved one as soon as possible, so that arrangements can be 

made in consultation with the funeral home and clergy.  For those choosing 

cremation, St. Luke’s offers niches in the Columbarium for the interment of 

ashes.  

Membership     All persons who have received the Sacrament of Holy Bap-

tism, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, wheth-

er in the Episcopal Church or in another Christian church, are members of St. 

Luke’s.  It is expected that baptized members, after appropriate instruction, 

will make a mature public affirmation of their faith and commitment in the 

presence of a Bishop and receive the laying on of hands (confirmation).  Com-

municants (those who are baptized and confirmed) 18 years of age and over 

are considered adult communicants.       

9 

STEWARDSHIP  

Finance Committee The presence of a fully engaged finance committee is a 
strong indication that the church is committed to good stewardship and is ac-
tively building and preserving the financial resources necessary to support the 
accomplishment of its mission, both for the short and the long term.  The role 
of the finance committee is primarily to provide financial oversight for the 
church. Typical task areas include budgeting and financial planning, financial 
reporting, and the creation and monitoring of internal controls and accountabil-
ity policies.  

Endowment Committee The Endowment Committee is obligated to manage 
St. Luke’s endowment funds responsibly. They manage the endowment and 
oversee distributions for agreed-upon purposes.  

Budget Committee Financial planning at St. Luke's starts with the budget 
committee. Help us prioritize our expenses and revenue as we prepare a budget 
to present to the Vestry and the full congregation at the Annual Meeting  

FUNDRAISING 

Shrove Tuesday Men’s Group A tradition just before Lent is to host a pan-
cake supper! We call on the men of the parish to prepare the Parish Hall and 
cook pancakes. There’s also some cleaning up to do afterwards. We’d love for 
you to begin thinking about how you might like to help. 

Other Fundraisers Each year we have a budget deficit. Let's be creative to-
gether in building our revenue to cover our costs. 

MISSION … and the King will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did 
it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 
Mt. 25:40  

Angel Tree Ministry During the month of December, we participate in a min-
istry that purchases Christmas gifts for children who have at least one parent 
incarcerated. This ministry was established some years ago by Charles Colson, 
through his organization Prison Fellowship Ministries. You can help us by 
either providing gifts and/or in the delivery of those gifts. Talk to Shirley Mix-
on if you want more information!  

Meals on Wheels What a great outreach ministry this is to the elderly in our 
Ada community! St. Luke’s, under the guidance of Trigg Yerby, sends volun-
teers to drive and deliver meals once every three months for one week. The 
delivery routes from Mercy Hospital are easy to learn and it only takes an hour 
or less to run them. Delivery times are from 11am till noon. Come help us with 
this much-needed and much-appreciated service by giving Mary or Trigg a 
call.  
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  

Building — Easy Cleaning Work These are the same things you do at 
home—dust, sweep, wipe, mop, etc… We also schedule certain times for in-
side work days during the year, mostly on Saturday mornings. Again, if there’s 
something that needs cleaning and it’s bugging the tar out of you, grab a rag or 
broom or whatever and get to it. You don’t really need our permission or a 
special day for something like that.  

Gardening Team Having a beautiful facility means having well-kept gardens. 
There are certain gardens that need your TLC (flagpole garden, adjacent gar-
den). We have a crew that has taken on the courtyard garden-ing, but there’s 
always room for another volunteer. Help us keep St. Luke’s beautiful by vol-
unteering your time and talent. 

Grounds Maintenance Officially, we schedule yard work in an organized 
fashion about three times a year. This might include raking leaves and gum-
balls, pulling weeds, trimming hedges and bushes, sweeping porches, washing 
windows, etc… It all becomes a matter of what we need to do in which season. 
If you would like to care for something on the premises, apart from our official 
workday, let Mother Tammy know.  

HOSPITALITY Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Heb. 13:2 

Greeters at Service This group will be available to greet visitors who visit St. 
Luke’s for the first time. They will create and give a newcomer’s packet as 
well as extend warm and inviting welcome to our community.  

Baking and Food Team We have a variety of ministries and events in which 
we need people who love to cook. From bake sales to Chili championships to 
Spaghetti dinners, to casseroles for those who need help in recovering from 
illness. If you like to cook, we have a way for you to serve! 

Coffee Team / Guild of San Juan Valdez This essential hospitality ministry 
entails brewing coffee and providing some baked goods for those who come 
back for coffee following the 9am service. All volunteers are welcome!  

Set-it-up, Take-it-down, Clean-it-up Club We are always in need of people 
that we can call upon to help us for set-up and clean-up for the different activi-
ties that we host on Sundays and other days. (Guest Sunday breakfasts, recep-
tions, etc…) Let us know if you’d like to help out!  

Kitchen Krew One of the messiest areas in the church is our kitchen because 
we really do use it. And occasionally, troops have to be mobilized to clean, 
sort, straighten, and toss. Do you have an OCD for cleanliness and order? Let 
us know.  
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A PARISH HISTORY                                                                  

  Ada was established in July, 1891.  Early in its settlement, several 

Episcopalian families moved into the area. The roots of St. Luke’s lie in the 

organization of a guild for Episcopalian women which began meeting about 

1910.  In that same year, communicants petitioned the bishop for regular ser-

vices by a visiting priest in Ada. Building began on the first church, a small 

frame structure in 1913, and the mission of St. Luke’s was formally estab-

lished April 10, 1915.    

  The Rev. Franklin Davis was appointed as the first resident priest for 

St. Luke’s mission in February 1917.  He served until 1920 when he was ap-

pointed Archdeacon of Central Oklahoma.  St. Luke’s had a series of priests 

until 1930 when The Rev. Samuel Peard was appointed.  During his tenure, 

1930-1933, St. Luke’s attained parish status.  The parish grew and by the late 

1930’s had outgrown its first church. In 1939, the cornerstone was laid for the 

present church building.  The church proper, and later the rectory and Chris-

tian education building, were built of native limestone quarried near Ada.  The 

architectural design is reputed to have been modeled after designs attributed to 

Sir Christopher Wren.  

  As St. Luke’s grew and expanded, additional space was needed.  The 

first Parish Hall was a renovated Air Force barracks.  In 1951, the rectory was 

built.  In 1961, the Christian education building (Blake Hall) was added to the 

facilities. The Rev. John Ashby (who later became the Bishop of the Diocese 

of Western Kansas) came to St. Luke’s in 1959 as rector.  In 1966, he received 

a James Mills Fellowship for one year’s study in Cambridge, England.  While 

Father Ashby was abroad with his family, the parish remodeled the rectory and 

the Parish Hall (Norris Hall) and church office building were erected.  

  In 1981, The Rev. Kenneth Armstrong was called as Rector and 

served until spring of 1991.  During his tenure, a former vesting room was 

remodeled and a beautiful columbarium added.  In 1991, improvements in-

cluded conversion of the rectory into church offices and conference rooms, 

and construction of an adjoining parking lot. In 1992, The Rev. Deane Lierle 

was called to become St. Luke’s next Rector, and in 1995, The Rev. John 

Norvell was called to serve as the parish rector.  During their years of service, 

a ceiling was installed in the church proper, and new interior stained-glass 

doors were added.  In 2007, the parish  office was remodeled and phase two of 

the columbarium was completed. In 2018, The Rev. Erin Jean Warde was 

called to serve as the parish’s rector. Today, The Rev. Tammy Wooliver is St. 

Luke’s Priest in Charge. 
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CHURCH GOVERNANCE 

Vestry The Vestry is a body of eight people within the church that provides 

spiritual leadership and governs the financial decisions of the parish. Vestry 

members are elected at our annual meeting and serve for two years. The quali-

fications are that one must be a confirmed communicant in good standing and a 

giver of record in time, talent, and treasure. The Senior Warden is responsible 

for the welfare of the church during the Rector’s absence, and serves as a lead-

er both of the Vestry and in wider parish life. The Junior Warden is responsible 

for the welfare of the physical plant, making sure that everything in the church 

is up and running.  

Convention Delegate Each year we elect two representatives from our mem-

bership to attend our annual Diocesan Convention with the Rector, Deacon, 

and Senior Warden. This is an excellent way to experience how the larger 

church carries out its various ministries and governance. Convention occurs on 

the first weekend in November (Thursday-Saturday). Delegates must be con-

firmed communicants in good standing. 

WORSHIP We believe that worship changes lives. We come together in the 

presence of God to sing, praise and give thanks. The Holy Eucharist is cele-

brated every Sunday at 9am, and every Wednesday at 6pm.  

Acolyte The ministry of an Acolyte is one of service to God at the altar on 

Sunday mornings, holidays and special occasions. Training and practice are 

provided. Any parishioner beginning at age 7 may be an Acolyte.   

Altar Guild The members of the Altar Guild lovingly make sure the vest-

ments, linens, and communion vessels are set up and ready for use for the Holy 

Eucharist, weddings, baptisms, funerals (as well as taking care of dozens of 

other details too numerous to mention) in preparation for worship.  

Usher At Sunday and holiday services, and other special events, the ushers 

greet parishioners and visitors at the entrance to the church, distribute bulletins, 

present the oblations, gather the offering, and remove old bulletins. 

Choir The choir provides music for all of our Sunday liturgies and there is 

really no age or talent requirement to sing with us, just a willingness to praise 

God. Rehearsal is at 6:30pm on Wednesdays in the Parish Hall.  

Chalicifers Chalicifers, or chalice-bearers, assist the priest with administering 

Holy Communion on Sundays. Bearing the chalice of wine is not difficult to 

do, but it is a very sacred ministry as we offer God’s great gifts to the congre-

gation.  
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Layreaders Layreaders are members trained to read from the Holy Scriptures 

and to pray The Prayers of the People in the Holy Eucharist on Sundays as 

well as other occasions. Layreaders may be trained to lead Morning Prayer 

during the Rector’s absence.  

Bread Baking for Communion A new ministry at St. Luke’s will be to bake 

special bread for communion.  

Care of Vestments Help ensure that Priest and Layreader vestments are in 

good shape for service. 

YOUTH FORMATION 

Children’s Programs Get involved with our children. This item could include 
Christian formation and social events. 

Sunday School  Our youth, ranging in ages from pre-school through high 
school, meet at 10:20am in individual classrooms in Blake Hall just beyond the 
Parish Hall. 

Youth Group Committee  Caity Dowing is our Youth Director. We have two 
age groups that meet either Sunday or Wednesday. See Caity for the exact 
dates and times. 

Youth Sunday School Committee Assist with planning Sunday School les-
sons and organizing teachers for our children. We need two teachers per class.  

ADULT FORMATION 

College Programs This group will discuss and implement ways that St. 
Luke’s can be a presence at ECU. For instance, we have yearly set up for 
Howdy Day. They will also look at how we can support our own college stu-
dents.  

Adult Sunday School Adults meet at 10:30am in the Green Room. This 
course uses a diverse number of study aids, including DVD’s and books of 
special interest. Throughout the year, offerings will change! New courses are 
announced in our newsletter. 

Education for Ministry (EfM) EfM is a 4 year program of Christian educa-
tion and formation offered through Sewanee Seminary. The members meet 
weekly, except during the summer months, with new students being accepted 
into the group in September. See Michael Riden for details. 

Adult Formation Committee This committee meets regularly to discuss top-
ics for Adult Forum and other formation possibilities throughout the year. Con-
tact Philip Cody for more information.  


